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not be repeated here. Suffice it to say that the begar taken at
the beginning of the sowing or irrigation seasons is, probably,
much more harmful than that taken at any other time.

Change of Occupation

In the ancient past not only were the least remunerative
occupations assigned to them but they were probably pre-
vented from taking to any of the more lucrative callings.
Thus Gautama enjoined upon the king to see to it that the
prescribed duties were carried out by the prescribed indivi-
duals. If a man followed a forbidden occupation his property,
excepting that required for food and raiment, was to be attached
till he reformed his ways.1 Though there are no kings now to
act upon the precepts of the Hindu law-givers the prejudices of
the high castes stand in the way of depressed classes taking to
new occupations. Who would, for instance, buy milk from a
Chamar or a Bhangi ? While in the western U.P. and the Punjab
a Chamar can often sell ghee through the mediation of the Bania,
he cannot do so in other parts of Northern India. But nowhere
can the Bhangi take to such an occupation. Similarly, if a Dhobi
opens a provision store he is not likely to enjoy the patronage of
high caste Hindus or even of all the depressed castes. A
Chamar, for instance, regards a Dhobi as an untouchable and
would hesitate to buy things from a Dhobi shopkeeper if he
knows the latter's caste. But in cities and towns people do not
take the trouble of enquiring about a shopkeeper's caste, and
consequently there are no serious obstacles in the way of de-
pressed class people taking to such occupations; in the mofussil
this is as yet impossible. Another difficulty which often prevents
them from taking to some lucrative occupation is the absence of
cheap credit. It has been indicated in the last chapter that
these people have often to pay exorbitant rates of interest.
Other economic disabilities of these people have been described
previously and need not be repeated here.

It may be mentioned that while the high castes represent

the land-owning class, the depressed class people represent the

* labourers, or what some would call the proletariat. The economic

life being a closed one, there is an inherent conflict between

1 op, cit. p. 238.